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THE  CROWN  FOR  SAINTS 


By  James  B.  Ely 

Showing  how  one  can  be  happy  in 
heaven  with  earthly  friends  in  hell 


Text:  “Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteousness,  Etc.’’ 

Second  Tim.  4 — 8. 


Righteousness  means  right.  Whatever  is  not 
absolutely  right,  straight,  just,  true,  etc.  is 
unright,  unrighteous,  wrong,  even  though  it 
be  but  the  weight  of  a hair.  There  can  be  no 
happy  future  state,  except  upon  the  basis  of 
infinite  justice.  These  are  the  words  of  the 
world’s  grandest  old  missionary  on  his  dying 
bed.  He  expects  a reward,  but  only  upon 
the  basis  of  righteousness.  If  right  is  rewarded, 
then  wrong  is  punished,  otherwise  there  can 
be  no  reward.  Even  in  this  world,  the  very 
measure  of  happiness  we  enjoy  is  based  upon 
the  measure  of  justice  we  receive.  Mercy 
alone,  can  only  make  misery.  Mercy  that 
simply  lets  people  off  when  wrong  is  not  mercy, 
but  destruction.  Mercy  is  but  a temporary 
way  into  realms  of  infinite  justice.  The  rewards 
of  the  future  and  the  blessed  state  of  the  saint 
rests  upon  divine  justice.  The  text  declares 
that  the  crown  awaiting  all  is  a crown  of 
righteousness,  and  it  is  not  in  the  hands  of  a 
merciful  saviour  but  a righteous  judge. 
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A SECOND  GENERAL  OBSERVATION 


The  blessing  of  mercy  in  this  life  is  extended 
to  sinners.  It  is  mercy  that  provides  food, 
clothing,  shelter,  etc.,  for  all  confined  to 
jails  and  penitentiaries.  It  is  extended  to 
them  in  the  hope  that  they  will  come  to  a 
point  of  appreciating  justice,  so  that  the 
good  mercies  of  a Christian  country  will  no 
longer  be  needed.  No  mercy  will  be  extended 
to  those  in  Heaven,  for  they  won’t  need  it 
there.  Those  in  Heaven  will  enjoy  divine 
justice  and  wear  crowns  of  righteousness. 

A THIRD  GENERAL  OBSERVATION 

All  present  and  future  joys  imply  that  there 
has  been,  or  is,  or  will  be  a judgment.  The 
text  refers  to  a time  called  “At  that  day”. An 
appointed  time  will  fix  forever  the  state  of 
both  saints  and  sinners.  Our  present  joys  can 
always  be  traced  to  some  judgement  day,  when 
judgment  has  been  expressed  or  executed. 
A stolen  fortune  brings  back  to  the  rightful 
owner  joy  when  in  the  court  of  justice  judg- 
ment has  been  expressed  and  sentence  executed. 
All  pleasures  are  not  joys.  Pleasures  may 
eminate  from  the  realm  of  passions  but  joys 
come  only  from  the  throne  of  justice.  The 
Christians  present  joy  has  its  foundation  in 
the  fact  that  wrong  has  been  judged  on  the 
Head  of  Christ  on  Calvary’s  cross,  and  the 
full  demands  of  justice  upon  the  guilty  has 
been  met. 


THE  SENSE  OF  JUSTIC  E 


The  world  cannot  have  perfect  joy  now, 
because  all  are  suffering  under  the  conscious- 
ness of  the  injustice  being  practiced  by  men, 
both  in  homes,  communities,  states  and  na- 
tions. The  measure  of  misery  which  Christians 
feel  is  the  injustice,  which  is  practiced  in  the 
world.  They  are,  however,  sustained  by  the 
measure  of  present  justice  guaranteed  in  our 
laws  and  executed  by  just  judges.  Because 
of  imperfection  in  matters  of  justice  in  this 
present  world  perfect  joy  is  an  utter  impos- 
sibility. The  consciousness  that  Christ  in  His 
death  met  justice  for  men,  brings  to  believers 
a present  joy  because  of  what  has  been, 
and  because  of  what  is  now,  though  in  part 
only,  but  what  will  be  perfect  in  the  future, 
namely,  perfect  justice  perfectly  executed. 
Furthermore,  even  if  perfect  justice  were 
executed  upon  even  the  most  holy  Christian 
man  and  woman  in  this  day  of  existence 
in  the  flesh,  not  one  could  stand  before  it. 
because  of  the  consciousness  of  their  own 
imperfections  and  the  perfection  of  God’s 
perfect  justice.  The  never  failing  source  and 
spring  of  a Christian’s  joy  is  in  the  one  great 
fact,  namely,  Jesus  died,  the  just  One  for  the 
unjust  that  He  might  bring  us  to  God.  Hence 
a person  who  believes  in  the  atoning  blood  of 
Christ  which  cleanses  from  all  sin,  presses 
forward  to  the  time  and  place  where  there 
can  be  nothing  but  justice.  He  grows  in  all 
Christian  graces  of  which  joy  is  the  chief. 
The  very  words  “king  with  crown,”  the 
words  “pope  with  mitre,”  mean  justice  if 
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they  mean  anything.  As  neither  kings  nor 
popes  are  perfect,  they  can  only  be  crowned 
by  a limited  number  of  people  who  believe 
in  them. 

The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  all 
crowns  of  limited  justice  and  mitres  will 
fall  from  sinful  heads,  and  they  will  be  placed 
upon  the  head  of  Christ,  the  King  of  kings, 
and  Lord  of  lords.  This  very  spirit  is  abroad 
in  the  world  today  and  is  rocking  the  nations 
out  of  their  long  sleep  of  death  into  a universal 
demand  for  justice. 

JUSTICE  THE  SOURCE  OF  GREATEST 
JOY 

In  direct  answer  to  the  problem  in  so  many 
minds,  namely,  how  can  any  one  be  happy 
anywhere  while  others, are  suffering.  Such  a 
difficulty  is  more  ideal  and  imaginary  than 
real.  However,  in  this  world,  it  is  not  proper 
that  any  should  be  perfectly  happy  while 
others  are  in  misery  for  it  may  be  we  can 
help  them.  This  is  the  age  of  grace,  and  we 
have  no  right  to  laugh  at  any  unfortunate 
one;  for  we,  as  Christians  are  responsible 
for  seeking  their  redemption.  Later,  how- 
ever, multitudes  will  pass  beyond  our  help. 
In  fact,  there  are  multitudes  now  in  the  world 
of  misery  who  will  not  be  helped,  and  whose 
condition  can  only  be  understood  as  just 
judgment,  by  those  who  appreciate  the  right- 
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eous  character  of  God.  If  any  one  should 
fall  into  the  river,  or  fall  from  a building,  or 
meet  with  any  misfortune,  of  course,  it  is 
a Christian  duty  to  immediately  help  them; 
but  suppose  as  is  the  case  in  Europe  today, 
they  refuse  to  be  helped.  Suppose  we  come 
into  a state  of  fixedness,  where  we  can’t  help 
one  another,  then  the  duty  will  no  longer 
exist.  Another  difference  which  makes  the 
former  illustration  a mere,  trifling,  unreason- 
able and  illogical  fancy  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  no  one  will  be  in  hell  by  accident.  No 
one  falls  unwarned,  without  opportunity  into 
such  an  unfortunate  state.  Heaven  and  Hell 
are  fixed  abodes  over  which  infinite  justice 
presides,  and  represents  the  free  choice  of 
men  and  women.  Those  who  will  be  in  Heaven 
wall  have  trusted  their  souls  to  Him,  who 
met  the  penalty  of  infinite  justice  when  He 
died  on  the  cross  for  their  sins.  Those 
will  be  in  hell  who  will  have  tried  hopelessly  to 
evade  infinite  justice.  As  justice  exists  in 
perfection  only  in  the  breast  of  one  human 
being  by  wrhose  life  and  work  the  whole  world 
is  to  be  judged,  the  human  Christ,  the  Perfect 
Man  will  be  the  supreme  object  of  love  and 
devotion  of  all  His  redeemed.  All  who  will 
be  with  Christ  will  be  like  Him,  and  will 
acknowledge  the  wisdom  and  righteousness  of 
His  judgment,  though  it  be  executed  upon  one 
who  was  once  a son  or  a daughter,  or  parent 
or  friend  while  on  earth.  The  physical  rela- 
tionships end  with  the  passing  away  of  this 
present  life,  and  in  Eternity  they  will  exist 
no  more.  Except  justice  becomes  their  su- 
preme object  of  love,  all  will  be  as  heathen  to 


those  who  love  Christ.  The  love  of  justice  and 
the  consequent  joy  will  be  such  that  we  will, 
by  comparison,  fully  understand.  ( Luke  14:26). 
“If  any  man  come  to  me  and  hate  not  his 
father  and  mother  and  wife  and  children 
and  brethren  and  sisters,  yea  and  his  own 
life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  desciple.” 

This  statement  is  seldom  ever  objected  to, 
except  by  sincere  mothers  and  friends  who 
now  yearn  for  the  salvation  of  their  dear 
ones.  They  should  yearn  now,  but  the  time 
is  coming  when  they  will  yearn  no  more. 

The  other  improper  inconsistent  objectors 
to  this  doctrine  are  found  chiefly  among 
legal  minds  who  evidently  in  their  conceit 
come  to  think  that  Almighty  God  cannot 
administer  justice  better  than  themselves. 
Their  own  inconsistencies  and  failures  with 
none  higher  than  themselves  in  this  world  as 
dispensers  of  justice,  they  seem  to  feel  that 
their  hope  of  obtaining  mercy  is  in  Eternity, 
but  there  mercy  does  not  exist. 

PEOPLE  ARE  NOT  LESS  HAPPY  BE- 
CAUSE OF  THE  MISERY 
OF  OTHERS 

We  have  a very  pertinent  illustration  of 
this  before  our  eyes  every  day.  As  a matter 
of  fact,  people  are  more  thankful  when  con- 
scious that  they  have  escaped  the  miseries 
of  others  which  they  cannot  relieve,  than 
they  would  be  if  the  misery  did  not  exist. 
Suppose,  across  the  Delaware  River  in  Cam- 


den,  the  people  were  all  suffering  from  small- 
pox, would  the  existence  of  that  condition 
make  those  living  on  this  side  of  the  river 
less  grateful  or  more  grateful,  when  they  are 
exempt  from  it?  Would  any  one  be  as  happy 
living  on  the  other  side  as  on  this?  Again  does 
the  fact  that  many  thousands  of  people  are 
falling  in  front  of  the  cruel  cannon  in  Europe 
make  you  more  or  less  thankful  and  content 
that  you  are  in  America?  Are  not  all  more 
happy?  If  the  objecting  lawyers  to  this 
doctrine  would  be  consistent  they  would 
instead  of  rejoicing  in  our  American  instuit- 
tions  and  for  all  of  which  our  beautiful  flag 
stands,  destroy  them  simply  because  people 
are  suffering  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean. 
The  fact  is,  that  people  in  America  are  more 
thankful  today,  because  of  the  existence  of 
war  in  Europe,  and  because  we  have  peace 
here.  This  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  is  everywhere  receiv- 
ing such  respect  and  is  in  such  demand  that 
there  is  difficulty  in  getting  flags  made  fast 
enough  to  meet  the  demand.  Furthermore, 
it  has  become,  within  the  last  few  years,  a 
beautiful  custom  to  have  flags  in  our  churches, 
side  by  side  with  our  Bibles,  thus  Church 
and  States  unite  in  joy  around  the  flag  and 
Bible  with  increasing  appreciation  because  of 
the  fact  of  the  sad  conditions  in  lands  where 
our  Bible  and  flag  do  not  exist,  or  at  least  the 
Bible  teachings  have  not  affected  the  lives  of 
people  as  they  have  here. 


THE  LAW  OF  SOCIAL  GRAVITY 

Barring  the  misfortunes  incident  to  irregu- 
larities in  this  world,  most  people  experience 
now  their  measure  of  joy  and  misery,  as  a 
result  of  their  own  choice. 

There  will  be  both  in  Heaven  and  Hell 
those  whose  choices  on  earth  will  be  proven 
by  their  future  abode.  Dives,  in  Hell  gave 
no  indication  that  he  hoped  to  be  in  Heaven, 
or  to  change  his  condition  of  mind  and  nature; 
he  was  hopeless;  he  had  made  his  choice. 
Despite  all  present  day  reformers  governed 
largely  by  sentimentality  and  good  intentions, 
together  with  politicians,  honorable  judges, 
preachers,  etc.,  there  is  a crystalizing  of  social 
life,  religious  and  business  life  in  the  world, 
despite  all  human  efforts  to  the  contrary.  In 
modern  cities  the  people  of  any  given  pro- 
fessions cluster  in  a particular  section  of  the 
city.  Lawyers  are  found  in  one  section, 
dentists  in  another,  doctors  in  another.  So 
it  is  in  social  life.  Certain  entertainment 
draws  certain  classes  to  certain  places.  So 
it  is  in  religious  life,  certain  types  of  mind  are 
drawn  to  certain  foundation  thoughts  and 
standards.  So  it  is  in  moral  life.  People  who 
love  righteousness,  love  each  others  company. 
People  who  seek  unrighteousness  gravitate  to 
each  others  company.  There  is  not  a city  in 
the  world  but  has  it’s  immoral  districts  as 
well  as  its  moral  districts  and  those  cities  that 
boast  most  of  not  having  them,  have  them  in 
the  worst  form.  Despite  everything  that  the 
world  can  say  or  do,  both  the  Bible  and  the 
facts  before  our  eyes  combine  in  proving  the 


truth  that  Heaven  and  Hell  have 'existed,  exist 
now,  and  will  exist  hereafter.  It  cannot  be 
otherwise  under  standards  of  justice  combined 
with  freedom  of  action.  The  recognizing  of  them 
is  but  the  recognizing  of  divine  truth.  There 
will  be  no  force  needed  from  a tyrants’  iron 
hand.  People  will  be  held  in  the  state  in  which 
they  choose  to  be..  We  are  able  to  mix  things 
to  some  extent  in  this  world  and  are  even 
told  by  our  Lord  that  the  wheat  and  the 
tares  should  grow  together.  But  conditions, 
and  also  the  truth  of  God,  all  point  to  an 
eternal  separation  on  the  basis  of  justice. 
Today  we  either  enjoy  or  suffer  from  the 
crystalized  experiences  of  our  forefathers,  but 
in  the  future  unsaved  souls  will  suffer  only 
the  penalty  of  their  own  guilt.  The  state  will 
then  be  fixed  and  know  no  change  forever. 

THE  JOY  OF  ONE  IS  THE  MISERY  OF 
ANOTHER 

The  reverse  of  this  is  also  true.  Despite 
the  fact  that  people  now  wonder  how  they 
can  possibly  be  happy  in  Heaven  without 
worrying  over  the  lost.  When  perfect  justice 
is  on  the  throne  in  heaven  and  all  in  hell  are 
conscious  of  being  in  their  own  self  chosen 
company,  there  will  be  no  longer  any  concern 
of  the  righteous  for  the  unrighteous  The 
concern  expressed  by  Dives  for  his  five  brothers, 
was  simply  the  compassion  of  his  heart,  as 
he  thought  of  ;those  who  were  still  within 
the  reach  of  mercy.  He  was  in  perdition.  Such 
a concern  did  not  exist  in  the  heart  of  Lazarus, 
who  loved  justice.  Anxiety  for  the  welfare 


of  the  perishing  belongs  only  to  the  age  when 
such  anxiety  can  be  turned  to  practical  ends. 
By  the  grace  of  God,  now  mercy  may  be 
shown  to  the  most  unworthy  and  unpromising 
creatures,  but  soon  this  dispensation  of  grace 
will  end  and  all  hope  of  salvation  will  end 
with  it. 

If  you  have  ever  been  ill  you  will  find  the 
spirit  of  Thanksgiving  increasing,  when  you 
hear  of  people  worse  off  than  you  are.  If  you 
are  poor,  you  will  enjoy  a measure  of  content- 
ment when  you  hear  that  there  are  others 
poorer  than  you  are.  It  is  impossible  to  plant 
in  the  hearts  of  children  the  spirit  of  con- 
tentment without  showing  them  the  reasons 
why  they  should  be  contented  as  found  in 
the  fact  that  many  other  children  are  worse 
off  than  they.  It  is  a fact  that  we  cannot 
get  away  from,  that  there  is  found  in  the 
hearts  of  true  Christians  a growing  spirit  of 
thankfulness  because  of  their  more  numerous 
blessings.  Many  a sick  person  has  actually 
gotten  well  because  of  the  revived  hope  in- 
spired by  the  fact  that  he  or  she  was  not 
as  ill  as  others.  Many  a faltering  Christian 
has  new  hope  sown  in 'his  heart  when  a fellow 
Christian  kneels  by  his  side  assuring  him 
that  he  is  not  as  hopeless  as  others,  though  his 
failure  and  inconsistency  may  have  been 
great. 

JUST  PUNISHMENT  IS  SOURCE  OF  JOY 

Despite  all  arguments  to  the  contrary,  it 
is  not  what  the  Christian  receives  alone  that 
makes  him  happy  but  the  fact  that  others 
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who  despise  and  reject  the  mercy  of  (iod  will 
some  day  bow  the  knee  to  the  Christ  of  God, 
and  own  Him,  Lord  of  all,  thus  giving  Him 
His  rightful  place.  And  this  is  reasonable 
when  no  injustice  is  done  to  those  who  suffer 
the  penalty  of  sin.  The  victorious  nation, 
even  after  slaughtering  people,  which  is,  of 
course,  wrong,  rejoices  over  the  defeated 
enemy.  ' Christians  are  commanded  to  rejoice 
over  the  wicked  after  the  judgment  of  God 
has  been  pronounced.  “Rejoice  over  her,  thou 
heaven  and  ye  holy  apostles  and  prophets, 
for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.  (Rev.  18:20). 
If  this  be  so,  how  much  more  and  even  im- 
measurable will  be  the  joy  of  Christians 
conscious  that  they  have  not  only  done  no 
one  an  injury  and  have  lifted  no  weapon; 
but  on  the  other  hand  have  done  all  in  their 
power  to  save  them.  All  vice  can  exist  only 
because  of  its  ability  to  pervert  virtue,  All 
virtue  enjoys  its  reward  in  its  conscious 
triumph  over  vice.  Oh,  sinner  be  warned, 
there  may  be  some  sense  of  gratification  to 
you  now  in  the  thought  that  you  can  continue 
in  sin  and  be  supported  by  a tender  hearted 
mother  or  kind  friend;  but  that  day  will 
quickly  come  when  this  Mother  and  this 
friend  will  love  justice  more  than  you;  and 
unless  you  be  warned  and  are  willing  to 
heed  the  wishes  of  your  friends  and  cease  to 
trample  their  affections,  their  good  wishes 
and  their  gifts  under  your  feet,  you  will, 
in  eternity,  be  nothing  more  to  them  than 
the  worst  outcast  or  criminal  was  to  them 
on  earth. 
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ANNIHILATION 


I trust  no  one  will  try  to  take  refuge  behind 
this  unscriptural  and  unreasonable  perver- 
sion of  truth,  to  their  own  eternal  loss.  I 
said  at  the  beginning  of  this  sermon  that  the 
only  people  to  whom  mercy  is  extended 
here,  are  those  who  are  sinners,  and  acknow- 
ledge their  need  of  mercy.  It  is  extended 
to  them  here  with  the  object  of  salvation. 
If  a vote  were  taken  among  the  most  wicked 
outcast  people  in  the  world,  as  to  whether 
they  would  prefer  to  live  or  die,  the  ma- 
jority would  vote  to  live.  If  a vote  were 
taken  in  hell  as  to  whether  the  residents 
would  prefer  to  exist  under  the  conditions 
that  surround  them  or  be  eternally  annihilated, 
they  would  cry  unanimously,  “Let  us  live,  for 
the  soul  of  man  is  immortal.”  The  doctrine 
of  annihilation  is  illustrated  by  the  merciless 
cruelties  of  a big  cat,  which  before  devouring 
a mouse  will  first  torment  it  into  insensibility 
and  then  devour  it.  If  she  would  torment  it 
to  insensibility  and  free  it,  it  would  be  a 
different  story,  but  the  idea  of  torment  with 
ultimate  annihilation  is  entirely  unscriptural. 
God  is  love,  and  God’s  love  is  extended  to 
all,  but  all  will  not  receive  it.  Annihilation 
implies  the  charge  that  God  is  a murderer 
in  destroying  the  life  He  creates,  whereas 
He  is  merciful  even  to  those  finally  in  hell, 
who  are  sustained  in  life  which  they  chose; 
rather  than  be  destroyed.  Therefore,  to  those 
who  refuse,  there  is  nothing  but  eternal 
judgment.  The  penalty  imposed  by  Infinite 
justice,  upon  those  who  would  not  come  to 
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Jesus,  that  they  might  have  forgiveness  and 
eternal  life,  as  the  free  gift  of  God,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

REDEMPTION  A TEMPORARY 
PROVISION 

It  is  impossible  to  think  that  the  plan  of 
redemption  should  have  lo  be  repeated.  The 
very  idea  of  redemption  is  a plan  by  which 
those  needing  redemption  can  be  redeemed 
once  for  all.  Redemption  is  accomplished  in 
time;  its  results  will  abide  for  eternity.  In  the 
Christian  religion,  all  the  agencies  of  justice 
and  mercy,  from  Genesis  to  Revelation,  suggest 
the  redemption  scheme.  It  is  in  the  realm  of 
time  that  mercy  is  shown.  I do  not  believe 
there  can  be  found  in  the  Bible  any  hint 
that  redemption  belongs  to  any  realm  of 
existence  but  this.  There  are  three  Greek 
words  which  any  one  will  find  in  the  Schofield 
edition  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  notes  under 
Romans  3 — 24.  All  three  of  these  words  are 
translated  “ redemption,”  or  redeemed.  The  pic- 
ture is  that  of  a slave  market.  The  first  idea 
of  redemption  is  of  a Master  paying  the  full 
price  of  all  the  slaves.  They  may  not  appreciate 
it;  they  may  not  desire  it;  they  may  actually 
refuse  it.  This  is  exactly  what  Jesus  did  when 
he  shed  His  blood  on  Calvary’s  cross.  He 
paid  the  price  on  the  cross,  so  that  there  is 
not  a man  in  heaven,  on  earth  or  in  hell  for 
whom  the  full  redemption  price  has  not  been 
paid.  The  action  of  the  slave  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  payment  of  the  price.  This 
is  universal  ism  of  a Christian  kind.  It  is 
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God’s  love  for  the  world.  It  is  infinite  justice 
met  by  Christ  on  behalf  of  the  whole  world. 
The  second  word  translated  redemption,  means 
not  only  paying  the  price,  but  leading  the 
slave  out  of  the  market.  The  one  who  pays 
the  price  says  to  all  for  whom  the  price  is 
paid,  “Follow  me.”  It  seems  strange  that 
all  do  not  follow,  but  the  fact  remains,  they 
do  not.  They  all  have  the  rig ht  to.  They  all 
have  the  power  of  choice.  They  can  walk 
out  at  once  and  be  forever  under  the  perfect 
will  of  their  Redeemer.  Every  minute  they 
stay  they  do  despite  unto  the  redeemer,  trample 
His  love  under  foot,  and  forego  all  true  joy 
and  blessing  for  time  and  eternity.  If  they 
come  out,  they  can  have  as  it  were,  for- 
ever written  upon  their  foreheads  the  words, 
“Bought  with  a price  and  “Set  Free.”  They 
can  walk  the  streets  of  earth  with  all  classes 
of  people  in  this  present  world,  and  not  become 
a part  of  it.  As  true  Christians  move  among 
the  sinning  ones  of  earth,  trying  in  all  love  to 
persuade  them  to  choose  Christ’s  redemption, 
they  show  by  their  very  life  and  spirit  that 
they,  by  free  choice  belong  to  Cod,  and  seem 
to  say  to  the  bidding  world  “Not  for  Sale, 
not  for  Sale.”  They  will  stand,  serve  and 
rejoice  forever  in  heaven  numbered  among 
the  vast  multitude  redeemed  from  the  slavery 
and  penalty  of  sin.  The  third  word  redemption 
means  to  set  free  or  give  liberty,  so  that 
the  redeemed  soul  can  now  live  for  Him  who 
died  for  our  sins,  and  arose  again.  He  is 
perfectly  free.  His  freedom  is  a holy  freedom. 
His  freedom  rests  upon  a rock  foundation  of 
justice.  His  debt  has  been  paid.  His  joy 
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is  not  an  imposed  or  passing  joy,  but  un- 
speakable and  everlasting.  It  is  entered  into 
in  limited  capacity  now.  but  then  to  the  full, 
when  Paul’s  immortal  text,  “Henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a crown  of  righteousness, 
which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge  shall 
give  me  at  that  day  and  not  to  me  only,  but 
to  all  them  also  that  love  His  appearing,” 
will  be  fully  realized  and  appreciated. 


0.  the  clanging  bells  of  time 
Night  and  day  they  never  cease 
We  are  wearied  with  their  chime 
For  they  do  not  bring  us  peace 
And  we  hush  our  breath  to  hear 
And  we  strain  our  eyes  to  see 
If  Thy  shores  are  drawing  near — 
Eternity. 


Oh  the  clanging  bells  of  time 
How  their  changes  rise  and  fall 
But  in  undertone  sublime 

Sounding  clearly  through  them  all 
Is  a voice  that  must  be  heard 
And  it  speaketh  jusy  one  word 
Eternity. 

Oh  the  clanging  bells  of  time 

Soon  their  notes  will  all  be  dumb 
And  with  joy  and  peace  sublime 
We  will  hear  the  summons  come 
And  our  souls  their  thirst  will  slake 
And  our  eyes  the  King  will  see 
When  Thy  glorious  morning  breaks 
Eternity. 


When  the  above  words  were  sung  by  Frank  Embick, 
fully  1200  pecple  sat  in  silent  emotion  as  in  the  presence 
of  Christ  Himself  by  whom  they  were  being  judged. 
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P.  S. — Readers  are  reminded  that  the  above  was 
not  intended  as  a treatise  on  the  Future  State,  but 
a reasonable  answer  to  those  who  have  difficulty  in 
seeing  the  truth  of  how  believers  can  be  happy  with 
earthly  friends  in  misery  and  pain. 


Thousands  of  copies  of  the  Penny  Sermon  are  given 
free  to  sick  shut-ins,  hospitals,  prisoners,  etc.,  etc. 


All  money  received  goes  to  the  actual  expense  of 
printing  and  distributing. 

Friends  desiring  to  obtain  quantities  of  the  Penny 
Sermon  may  purchase  same  at  the  following  rates: 


10  Copies 
50  Copies 
100  Copies 


$0.25 

1.00 

1.75 


Contributions  of  any  amount  for  free  distribution 
will  be  gladly  received. 


All  checks  to  be  made  payable  to: 


the  lemon  hill  association 

526  Hale  Building  ::  ::  ::  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


